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BROOKLYN CITY RAILROAD COMPANY BUTLDING, © Cadman Plaza West (8-10 Fulten Street]),
Berough of Brooklyn. Gemun 1850, comzieted 1861,

Landmark Site: Borough of Brooklyn Tax ¥ap Black 200, Lot 1.

Un June 23, 1970, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing
on the proposed designation as & Landmerk of the Brooklyn City Reilrcad Company
Building and the orowosed designation of the relsted Landmark 2ite (Ttem Ho. 13).
The hearing had heen duly =zdvertised in accordance with tra mroviaions of law,

The present owner =7 this building hes requested that the Commission designate
it a Landmerl,

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

Erzscted in 1860-61, this handseme building is a dignified commereial example
of the French Second Impire styie of the Civil War period. It was tuilt as an
office for the Brocklynm City Reilroed Company, which had been incorporated in 1853
and hed replaced the old stage lirnes which once provided transportation te Falton
Peryy,

This bmilding, =t the intersection of Fulton and Furnan Streets, stands on
the site of William Furman's house, seen on a map of the Old Ferry District in
1515+ Judge Furman meoved to Brooklyn from Hewtoun Jjust alter the Revolution and
rapidly became one of the county's leading citizens., Ho served as county judge
from 1808-23, wes a trusbes and later a superviszor of Ehe village of EBrocklyn and,
in 1827, became & member of the State Legislature. Ue was a personal friend of
Governor Clinton, rresident of the Brooklyvn Fire Insurance Company , incorporated
in 1827, and was tlosely identified with many civie activities in Erocklyn.
Furmen died in 1852 in his 8Tth vear. His son, Gabriel, & lawyer and Brooklyn
historisn, whose litrary was one of the finest at thre time in the United States,
was born in the old Furman house in 1800, The house stosd 2t the water's edga, on
01d Ferry Road, now Fulten Street, directly in frant of the ferry stzirs. Purman
lg =aid tc have kept an oyster house in his basement. Later, the land was extended
by fill out into the Eanst Biver, and Furman gtrest, named in honor of Williasm
. Furman, was cut through to Fulton Street.

The Brooklyn City Railroad Company Building iz five stories in height, and its
brick facsde iz clearly defined by granite quoins. t is further solivened by
Erarite window enframements and roof cornice. At street level, cast iron piers
Provide large windew cpenings. Tha grouping of the windows above the groznd floor
is symmetriczl, with a single window at esch side snd two peired windowe in between
resulting in & one-two-twooone rhythm,

FIFDINGS AND DESICHATIONS

On the basis of a sareful congiderstion of the history, the architscture end
other festures of this building, the Landmerks Preservaticn Commission Cinds that
the Brooklyn City Railrosa Company Building has o special character, specigl his-
toricel and sesthetic {nterest and value 2 part of the development, heritage =nd
cultural characteristics of Hew York City.

The Commissicon further finds that, among its important qualities, the Brooklyn
City Railroad Company Building iz a2 handsome symmetricsl commercizl building built
of brick with granite trim and that it was constructed as & result of the ever-
invreasing flow of traffic betwesn Brooklyn and Uew York City and, as suck, iz a
tangible manifestation of that growth and expansian.

Accordingly, pursuent to the provisions of Chapter 63 of the Cherter of the
Lity of NWew York and Chapter 8-A of the Administrative Code of the City of New
York. the Landmarks Preservation Comuiszion designates as r Lazndmark the Jrocklyn
City Railroad Company Building, 5 Cadman Flaza West (8-10 Fulton Street), Borough
of Brooklyn and designates Tax Map Block 200, Lot 1, Borough of Erooklyn, as its
Landmzrk Site,



